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The Invention of Railroads
Introduction
People in America and other parts of the world had depended on foot, horsebacks, carts and water travel as the only means of transportation for both humans, animals and goods until early nineteenth century. These modes of transport were slow, strenuous and were not suitable for the transportation of goods in large quantities at once. Water travel was considered the fastest means of transport but this was limiting as such form of transport could only be used in places with navigable water bodies. There was need for the development of a faster and more convenient means of travelling and transporting goods. The invention of railroads brought with it ease of transport for both people and goods. The railroad was a set of steel pathways that were constructed in rail form to allow trains carrying people and goods to run on them. Railroad application in America is attributed to John Steven who created a steam powered locomotive and demonstrated its viability on a track built in his homestead in 1812 (Angevine, 2004). This paper discusses the invention of the railroad and the effects it had on American history.
The modern American transport system dates long before the emergence of technology. The main form includes road, rail, airways, and water. In this essay, the discussion focuses on the history of American railroads. Although the modern railway line uses electric technology, it started from the basic diesel engine. The first railway in the world was introduced in England in the early 17th Century. In America, the rail war was set up in 1764 mainly for military functions. 
With the agrarian and industrial revolutions, exploitation of natural resources created new demands for the transportation of bulky raw materials to industries. The introduction of the railroads in 1830 facilitated transportation by steam-powered engine trains (Poor, 1889). These railroads gave the hint of revolution in the transport system of the United States. Although they operate together simultaneously, railroads and steam trains developed separately. Flourishment of railroads was initiated by the technological advancements of the trains from steam engines to diesel to the modern-day electric trains.  Although Stevens was granted the railroad charter in 1815, his first steam locomotion demonstration was in 1826 in New Jersey, three years before the perfection of the steam engine by Stephenson in England. These railroads mainly operated between Baltimore and Ohio states. Later after the perfection of the steam engine, many other railroad routes developed connecting major towns. By 1833, South Carolina Canal and Railroad Company completed the construction of the longest railway line in the world trailing about 136 miles of track. The completion of the Western Railroad of Massachusetts in 1843 opened up agricultural production and boosted the transport system facilitating free movement of goods; especially farm produce and minerals to markets at low prices. By 1860, before the Civil War, the railroad networks had linked every city in the country, and over 80% of farmlands connected to facilitated transportation of farm produce. In the periods beyond and into the early 20th C, the trains advanced to diesel-powered engines with railroads connecting the entire United States of America and the neighboring countries.
1827 marked a big break for the American railroad journey. The government gave out a charter for the Baltimore Ohio railroad to be built. It was the first of its kind in the country and was to pave way for others like it to be built across the country. The construction of the Baltimore Ohio railroad begun in 1928 with Charles Carroll, one of the declaration of independence signees, laying the first stone (Dilts, 1996). The first U.S railroad was only thirteen miles long. The railroad later spread to other regions, opening way for faster and more efficient means of transport and enabled people to move within shorter periods across different regions in America. The railroad became important in the transportation of coal an iron, which were essential for use in both the North and south regions. With the rise of the abolitionist movement raids, the abolitionists had need for weaponry and arsenal. In 1959, the abolitionists attempted to raid the arsenal reserve of Virginia and the Baltimore and Ohio railroad. They hijacked one of the trains on the railroad and left the driver seriously injured. This was one of the many abolitionist raids that fueled the civil war (Gabel, 1997). The railroad was also the cause of clashes between the pro slavery and those against slavery, with both groups laying claim of the railroad (Dilts, 1996). The significance of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad in the Civil war saw it destroyed with railroads being burnt and locomotives being seized for their cargo. Without the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, the civil war would have been difficult as there would be no frequent supply of weaponry and food, some of the main supplies made possible by the railroad. The Union won the civil war due to the constant supply received by its soldiers that were transported on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad.
The railroad was an important factor in the success of the industrial revolution. The steam powered railroads were much faster compared to horsebacks and trams. Places that were previously inaccessible by water (fastest means of transport before the railroad) were made accessible by the railroad and opened access to various parts of America that were miles apart from each other. The industrial revolution was characterized by the rise in trade activities, development of businesses and manufacturing. The south of America was mainly agricultural whereas the North was industrial. The railroad made it possible for goods from both sides to move freely, opening up new areas for trade. The development of factories also meant that people could move freely through railroads from villages to cities in search of work in the new factories. Machinery, raw materials, finished products, businessmen, laborers and investors all moved using the railroad. The business activities became more intense and there was not only an exchange of goods and services but also the exchange of culture and ways of life by those involved in the industrial revolution. The railroad therefore became an important transporter of people and cultures to various parts of America where the railroads crossed. America is now open to international trade and multicultural citizens due to the accessibility to its cities, states and industries, first made possible by the invention of the railroad.
In its early days, the railroads were financed by private investors before the control was taken over by the federal government in 1850 (Van Meter, 1950).  It brought new and improved dimensions to American transport. Originally, the purpose of the railway line was to transport cargo, especially bulky raw material to manufacturers and finished goods to consumers. As time progresses into the mid-19th century, commercial trains were introduced to ferry passengers from one place to another. According to (Wolmer, 2013), America's industrial revolution was based on the construction of the railway line. The first American railroad was the Baltimore and Ohio rail line. With its magnitude across America and Europe, the American railroad network facilitated both transportation of goods and long-distance travel, mostly soldiers and ammunition to war grounds. The railroad connected many of the American towns both major and minor easing the access between the stations. It, therefore, boosted economic development. The railway line transport gave rise to America as the modern-day superpower. 
The railroads were largely built in 1910 mainly ferrying passengers and heavy goods across the continent. Despite having deep roots, the onset of automobiles, heavy trucks, and airplanes shifted the focus from the trains. In brief, the essay highlights the history of the development of the railroads. The technology originated in England. The first railroad in the US was constructed in 1830 linking Ohio and Baltimore. It mainly transported agricultural produce, minerals and raw materials, and firearms and ammunition used during the civil wars. The train services have developed into commuter services operating on pure electricity. 
 The creation of the transcontinental railroad was a huge break for railroad transport in America. The railroad linked the East and west parts of America (Renehan, 2007). The railroad made both the Eastern and Western parts more accessible meaning that people could move at their own will including business and leisure. The railroad was one of a kind, and it put America at the fore of the World’s development stage. The first train to travel on the transcontinental railroad was from California headed for the East Coast. The cargo on the train was filled with lots of Asian goods making such accessible for both coasts of America (Renehan, 2007). The railroad also acted as an alternative to travelling across the Ocean and it meant that the once months long dangerous journey could be taken in a week and more securely. The transcontinental railroad also Made America smaller, this is because more areas were made accessible and closer together than never before. The railroad was one of the inventions that opened America up to technology. Many were inspired by the transcontinental railway to create means of transport and other technologies that would link America further; not just to its coasts but also to other parts of the world. As the trains moved along the transcontinental railroad, so did knowledge. Books written by American intellectuals were sold all around the country and interests in knowledge grew. Travelers had the chance to exchange stories, ideas and cultures. America also increased the number of white settlements who slowly took over the lands previously occupied by native Americans. The transcontinental railway opened way for the construction of other smaller railroads that connected the railroad to other areas, other ran parallel whereas others just used it as their source. The transcontinental railroad changed the way Americans had perceived time initially with distances becoming shorter and space becoming smaller, the thought of this led to the development of the standard time zones in the late 19th century to create a unified way for people to perceive time (Allen, 2000).
Conclusion
The Baltimore and Ohio railroad; and the transcontinental railroad were the main markers of railroad invention in America. Their effects on the economy and the world at large were vast. The railroads opened up America; increasing the number of white settlers and displacing the natives. The railroads also led to the fueling of industrialization, exchange of cultures, and exchange of knowledge among workers, travelers and businessmen. The American major railroads; especially the transcontinental railroad opened way for thinkers to come up with a standard time zones to help people perceive time the same way even from different regions. Railroad transport has changed over time with the invention of electric trains that made rail transport even faster. In studying U.S history, railroads are important as the first means of transport that linked the East and West parts of the country and reduced travelling time across the continent by more than 80%. The invention of railroad is still important when studying historical events like the civil war and the industrial revolutions due to its contribution to such events.
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